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Rituximab, High Dose Ara-C and Dexamethasone Followed by BEAM in Mantle Cell
Lymphoma Patients <66 Years (MARIT)

General summary

The MARIT trial was a prospective, multicenter, phase Il clinical trial to determine the
efficacy and safety of induction therapy with rituximab and HD Ara-C every three
weeks for 6 cycles, followed by BEAM and autologous stem cell rescue as primary
treatment in patients under 66 years with mantle cell lymphoma.

Publication of clinical trial results

The data from the first five patients was reviewed and despite none of these patients
being classified as MIPI (standard) high risk mantle cell ymphoma patients, the
induction treatment, using the anti-metabolite Ara-C, rituximab and dexamethasone,
failed to induce sufficient responses. The stopping rules for this study included two
out of 10 patients failed to respond to the induction treatment the study would be
stopped. Therefore, the trial was terminated early due to lack of efficacy in the first
five patients and thus there is no result-related data to report.
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