[bookmark: _GoBack]Table: Reasons for exclusion of patients screened for the trial who did not meet the eligibility criteria. Data presented are frequency (%).
	Reason for exclusion
	Frequency

	Age <18 years
	3 (0.1%)

	Non-stroke diagnosis
	453 (19.5%)

	Late presentation
	>72 hours from symptom onset
	314 (19.4%)*

	
	>7 days from symptom onset
	46 (6.6%)**

	BP <130/80mmHg
	145 (6.2%)

	Unable to consent
	120 (5.2%)

	Contraindication to investigational medical product
	51 (2.2%)

	Unable to take oral medication
	110 (4.7%)

	Clinical need for urgent antihypertensive therapy or treatment with specific antihypertensive class
	43 (1.9%)

	Pre-event mRS >3
	67 (2.9%)

	Life expectancy <3 months
	19 (0.8%)

	Atrial fibrillation
	431 (18.6%)

	Participating in another investigational drug trial
	40 (1.7%)

	Pregnant
	1 (0.04%)

	Previous stroke/TIA
	496 (21.4%)

	Haemorrhagic stroke
	183 (7.9%)

	Usual antihypertensive therapy already administered
	97 (4.2%)

	NIHSS ≥10
	119 (5.1%)

	Deemed inappropriate to approach for research by clinical team due to co-morbidities
	83 (3.6%)



*Out of 1619 patients screened before the eligibility criteria were amended
**Out of 702 patients screened after the eligibility criteria were amended
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