
 

 

 

 

Statement of Early Termination: MANTIS TRIAL 
 
Trial title: A multi-centre, blinded, randomised, placebo-controlled trial assessing the clinical and 
cost effectiveness of a 12 month course of oral alendronate (70mg weekly) in patients presenting 
with avascular necrosis of the hip - Managing Avascular Necrosis Treatments: an Interventional 
Study: MANTIS 
EudraCT number: 2017-002798-21 
 

The MANTIS trial was terminated at the end of the pilot phase, because it did not meet it’s go/no-go 

criteria. The main issue was a poor recruitment rate, owing to a lower than expected disease 

prevalence and difficulties in identifying the condition at a sufficiently early stage. Those patients 

who were identified and screened either were too advanced in their disease progression or were 

already taking medication. We would not recommend that a short-term interventional study is 

conducted on this condition until it’s prevalence, geographic foci and natural history are better 

understood. The difficulty of acquiring this understanding is likely to be a barrier in most health-care 

markets. One means of developing this understanding would be the introduction of a 

database/registry for patients suffering from avascular necrosis of the hip. 


